
Paradise Valley, Together
2022 GENERAL PLAN

Town Council Work Session – September 23, 2021



GOALS FOR TODAY

• Provide an overview

• Key considerations and changes within Elements

• Address general comments and questions

• Determine next steps for future work sessions



GENERAL PLAN OVERVIEW

General Plan Elements:

• Maintained current Element/Chapter format

• Preserved current required* and elective** Elements

– Land Use*

– Circulation/ Mobility*

– Open Space*

– Growth*

– Environmental Planning *

– Water Resources*

– Cost of Development*

– Community Character & Housing**

– Public Facilities/Services**

– Sustainability**



GENERAL PLAN OVERVIEW
Refreshed Vision Statement based on overall community 

feedback: 
Vision Preface 

Paradise Valley is a premier, low density, residential community in Arizona with a national identity reflecting excellence in

development and design and protection of the natural Sonoran Desert environment. 

Centrally located, this desert oasis, surrounded by mountains, cacti and wildlife is in the midst of the fifth largest city in the 

country, offers convenient access to local and regional amenities while preserving a sense of privacy, quiet, dark night skies and 

public safety that represents an unparalleled quality of life. 

The incorporation of Paradise Valley in 1961 was hard fought and came about with a conscious decision to preserve the natural

desert and provide a semi-rural, residential community with limited commercial development and limited government. 

Vision Statement 

The aesthetic beauty of Paradise Valley attracts residents, their guests and resort visitors alike, to experience this special place 

we call paradise. 

As Paradise Valley looks to the future, we build upon our past by capturing the independent spirit that founded this community 

while taking prudent and responsible actions to improve the quality of life for Town residents. 

Our future will be defined by the continuation of our characteristic low-density, residential housing and the role of local 

government to ensure quality public safety and other limited services, preserving natural open space and mountain views, and 

making neighborhood-compatible land use decisions throughout the Town. 

Our churches, schools, world-class resorts and other limited non-residential community-oriented development and services will 

continue to evolve and change with the times to allow the community to meet the social, environmental, technological, and 

economic needs of today, while sustaining the authentic sense of place and semi-rural character that makes the Town so unique. 



GENERAL PLAN OVERVIEW

Standardized Element Structure:
– Introduction 

– Relationship to other Elements (cross cutting conditions) 

– Existing Conditions (where we are)

– Current Trends (what we heard)

– Future Conditions (where we are going)

– Goals (represent overarching desired outcomes related to key topics 

associated with the subject element - combined, all goals work to 

achieve the Vision)

– Policies (facilitate achieving associated goals and inform the day-to-

day operations within the town and help guide decision making)

– Actions (specific process, technique, or strategy to help achieve 

goals and policies - relocated to Implementation chapter) 



LAND USE ELEMENT 

Key Considerations & Changes

• Updated element background information

• Development Areas and Map were removed

• Detailed SUP process to guide development (growth) outside 

single-family homes

• Refreshed Goals and Policies

– Consolidated overlapping policies

– Clarified terminology to be consistent with community 

feedback and overall Plan 



LAND USE ELEMENT 

 General Plan Amendments 

reflected since 2012

Andaz

Mt Shadows

Five Star

Ascension Lutheran

Franciscan Renewal Center

Kachina 



COMMUNITY CHARACTER & 
HOUSING ELEMENT

Key Considerations & Changes

• Enhanced element background information

• Refreshed Goals and Policies

– Maintained primary goals

– Clarified terminology to be consistent with community feedback 

and overall Plan 

– Incorporated policy text to acknowledge heightened review and 

regulations for lots/building pads, short-term rentals, and 

telecommunications



MOBILITY ELEMENT

Key Considerations & Changes

• Updated element background information

• Removed roadway cross-sections (to be placed in Design Manual)

• Roadway facility descriptions were updated 

• Removed emphasis on creating separate integrated pedestrian and 

bicycle circulation system (introduced concept of Neighborhood Traffic 

Management Program)

• Refreshed Goals and Policies

– Consolidated goals to address multimodal circulation system, rather 

than individual mode types

– Added new policies to address community feedback related to 

safety, congestion, cut-through and pass-through traffic

– Removed overly prescriptive policies, especially related to non-

vehicular circulation

– Reorganized/relocated policies to better reflect associated goals 



MOBILITY ELEMENT

Circulation/Classification Map

• Made general graphic 

improvements

• Added Visually Significant 

Corridors

• No classification changes



OPEN SPACE ELEMENT

Key Considerations & Changes

• “Recreation” removed from title

• Updated element background information

• Clarified types of Public and Private Open Space to be consistent with 

Land Use Plan

• Added Open Space Plan/Map

• Refreshed Goals and Policies

– Updated overall Goal and Policy language to clarify intent. 

– Removed overly descriptive references, especially related to 

recreation and use of open space (i.e. passive recreation)

– Reorganized/relocated policies to better reflect associated goals 



OPEN SPACE ELEMENT

Open Space Map

• Captures public right of way as 

open space

• Clarifies specific public and 

private open space types

• Identifies supporting facilities 

(i.e. canal access and 

trailheads)



ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING & 
WATER RESOURCES ELEMENT

Key Considerations & Changes

• Minimal Changes

• Enhanced element background information

• Refreshed Goals and Policies

– Updated overall Goal and Policy language to clarify intent. 

– Clarified references, especially related to drought tolerant native 

landscaping

– Refreshed water policy to reflect current terminology and practices 

(i.e. stormwater management, low impact development) 

– Reorganized/relocated policies to better reflect associated goals 



SUSTAINABILITY ELEMENT

Key Considerations & Changes

• Minimal Changes

• Enhanced element background information

• Refreshed Goals and Policies

– Updated overall Goal and Policy language to clarify intent. 

– Removed references to outdated policy direction, repeat policy, 

and/or more cost appropriate efforts (i.e. water conservation, 

energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions) 

– Reorganized/relocated policies to better reflect associated goals



PUBLIC FACILITIES/SERVICES & 
COST OF DEVELOPMENT ELEMENT

Key Considerations & Changes

• Minimal Changes

• Enhanced element background information

• Refreshed Goals and Policies

– Updated overall Goal and Policy language to clarify intent 

– Removed references to repeat policy

– Reorganized/relocated policies to better reflect associated goals



Element Discussion for today and 
future work sessions

Questions?

Comments

GENERAL PLAN



LAND USE ELEMENT
Questions/Comments

• GOAL LU.1 - Enhance Quality of Life. To preserve those elements or features which contribute 

to the Town’s quality of life and character as a premiere residential community and resort destination 

with strong rural and historic roots. (8 policies)

• GOAL LU.2 Community Form/Design. To promote development in the Town that is in harmony 

with the natural and built environment at both the community and neighborhood levels.    (8 policies)

• GOAL LU.3 Special Use Permit Property.  To support limited, targeted and context appropriate 

Special Use Permit properties through orderly and well-planned development that provides for the 

needs of existing and future residents, and makes efficient use of land and infrastructure.  (2 policies)

• GOAL LU.4 - Control Community Spaces. To conserve and manage the use of public open 

spaces, access to public open spaces, connections to private open spaces, and encourage the 

incorporation of public art. (4 policies)

• GOAL LU.5 - Efficient Infrastructure and Development. To direct orderly and well-planned 

development in support of existing or planned infrastructure improvements. (2 policies)

• GOAL LU.6 - Special Use Permit Property Revitalization. To encourage the continued 

revitalization and improvement of the Town’s existing Special Use Permit properties while protecting 

adjacent residential neighborhoods. (6 policies)



COMMUNITY CHARACTER & HOUSING ELEMENT
Questions/Comments

• GOAL CC&H.1 - Existing Residential Character. Preserve and protect the quality of 

residential character development within the Town while taking care to perpetuate the natural 

landscape, desert plants, and scenic beauty of the mountain areas of the Town.   (4 policies)

• Goal CC&H.2 - Distinctive and Memorable Design. Promote community design that produces 

a distinctive, high-quality built environment whose forms and character reflect the Town of Paradise 

Valley’s unique historical, environmental, and architectural context, and create memorable places 

that enrich community life.  (7 policies)

• Goal CC&H.3 - Scenic Environmental Design. Maintain and preserve the Town’s natural 

scenic resources including scenic views, the distinctive mountain ridgelines, and night skies that 

have contributed to the Town’s community legacy since its inception. (7 policies)

• Goal CC&H.4 - Places to Connect. Preserve and maintain public spaces to promote areas 

throughout Town where residents and visitors alike may passively recreate or casually interact 

together thereby promoting individual relationships and interaction among residents. (4 policies)

• Goal CC&H.5 - Housing Types & Supply. Maintain the Town’s primarily owner-occupied low-

density residential character while allowing less than one acre per residence housing as allowed by 

the Town Zoning Code or on Special Use Permit resort properties. (4 policies)



MOBILITY ELEMENT
Questions/Comments 

• GOAL M.1 - Safe Multimodal Circulation. To provide a high-quality multimodal circulation 

system that is effectively planned, managed, operated and maintained.  (13 policies)

• Goal M.2 - Roadway Design. To provide high-quality roadway design that promotes the 

character and image of the Town, reduces negative environmental impacts, enhances safety for 

all users, and minimizes negative impacts to the community and neighborhoods. (9 policies)

• Goal M.3 - Regional Transit Services. To support public regional transit services through the 

Town, as well as promote rideshare and specialized transit such as resort connectors for 

residents, employees, and resort guests. (2 policies)

• Goal M.4 - Environmental Systems. To create a sustainable circulation system that will 

ensure the safe and efficient movement of people, goods, and services while supporting livable 

neighborhoods and reducing air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions.  (3 policies)

• Goal M.5 - Visual Character. To create high-quality street rights-of-way that shall demonstrate 

the positive character and image of the Town. (11 policies)



OPEN SPACE ELEMENT 
Questions/Comments

• GOAL OSR.1 - Protect Open Space & Mountain Views.  Protect and expand open 

spaces, mountain views and natural features throughout the Town and responsibly enhance 

their physical or visual accessibility by Town residents, their guests and resort visitors.             

(9 policies)

• Goal OSR.2 - Open Space Management. Manage open space to be sensitive to natural 

systems and responsive to public need so as to maintain a high quality of life for residents, 

their guests and resort visitors. (4 policies)

• Goal OSR.3 - Healthy Lifestyle. Support and encourage an open space system that 

provides a healthy physical, social, and natural environment to improve the wellness and well-

being of all residents and visitors. (6 policies)



ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING & WATER RESOURCES ELEMENT
Questions/Comments

• GOAL EPW.1 - Natural Resource Conservation. Support the conservation of the Town’s 

natural resources to preserve sensitive environmental and important habitat areas.  (8 policies)

• Goal EPW.2 - Tree Canopy. Manage and maintain the Town’s inventory of trees as an 

environmental, economic, and aesthetic resource to improve residents’ quality of life.              

(5 policies)

• Goal EPW.3 - Visual Resource Preservation. Maintain and protect significant visual 

resources and aesthetics that define the Town of Paradise Valley. (4 policies)

• Goal EPW.4 - Air and Noise Quality. Reduce noise pollution, air pollution, and improve air 

quality within the Town and across the region. (6 policies)

• Goal EPW.5 - Water Supply. To ensure the adequacy of the Town’s water supply and to 

support improvements to the water supply. (6 policies)

• Goal EPW.6 – Water Quality. Promote a high-quality and safe water supply that meets or 

exceeds federal and state regulatory requirements. (5 policies)

• Goal EPW.7 - Flood Control/Drainage.  Minimize risk of damage or injury from known 

flood hazards. (7 policies)



SUSTAINABILITY ELEMENT
Questions/Comments 

• Goal S.1 - Community Education and Involvement. Cultivate broad community 

participation in programs to promote sustainability and provide the information people need to live 

in a sustainable way. (6 policies)

• Goal S.2 - Building Practices. Support increased use of renewable energy and sustainable 

building practices and remove obstacles to their application. (9 policies)

• Goal S.3 - Greenhouse Gas Emissions. Transition Town operations to operations that 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions and work with surrounding municipalities to reduce their 

greenhouse gas emissions produced by services provided in our community.  (2 policies)

• Goal S.4 - Water Conservation. Encourage the responsible consumption and recycling of 

water through a variety of conservation and low impact development (LID) practices.           (4 

policies)

• Goal S.5 - Solid & Hazardous Waste. Require efforts designed to reduce the amount of solid 

waste generated and ensure that generated waste is recycled or efficiently disposed of in an 

environmentally safe manner. (4 policies)

• Goal S.6 - Finances. Require efforts to ensure the Town’s short- and long-term economic 

interests are sustained over time. (5 policies)



PUBLIC FACILITIES/SERVICES & COST OF DEVELOPMENT 
ELEMENT
Questions/Comments

• GOAL PFS.1 - Public Facilities. Provide safe, accessible, and sustainable public buildings 

and facilities to meet the needs of the community. (2 policies)

• GOAL PFS.2 - Crime and Law Enforcement. Work cooperatively with the community, 

regional law enforcement agencies, local government and other entities to provide quality police 

service that protects the long-term health, safety, and wellbeing of our Town, reduces current and 

future criminal activity, and incorporates design strategies into new development. (6 policies)

• GOAL PFS.3 - Fire Protection and Emergency Medical Services. Provide coordinated 

fire protection and emergency medical services that support the needs of residents and visitors 

and maintains a safe and healthy community. (7 policies)

• GOAL PFS.4 - Compliance with Health and Safety Codes. Improve the health, safety, 

and visual quality of the community by ensuring compliance with health, safety and zoning codes. 

(5 policies)

• GOAL PFS.5 - Other Facilities and Services. To ensure that other public facilities and 

services are adequate to meet the needs of Town residents and businesses. (4 policies)

• GOAL PSF.6 – Cost of Development. To ensure the provision of high-quality public services 

and infrastructure while maintaining the Town’s fiscal sustainability. (3 policies)



NEXT STEPS

• Provide an overview

• Continue input and discussion of key 

considerations and changes within Elements

• Input and discussion of Implementation Actions

• Address general comments and questions



OCTOBER: COUNCIL WORK SESSIONS &/OR SPECIAL SESSIONS.

NOVEMBER 1, 2021 – DECEMBER 31, 2021: 60-DAY REVIEW PERIOD

 NOVEMBER: CONDUCT 2ND COMMUNITY WORKSHOP (DATE TBD)

JANUARY: PLANNING COMMISSION 1/4 AND COUNCIL 1/13 WORK 
SESSIONS

FEBRUARY: PLANNING COMMISSION HEARING 2/1/2021 (COMMISSION 
RECOMMENDATION)

 2/15/2022: PLANNING COMMISSION HEARING (LAST DATE COUNCIL 
RECOMMENDATION)

MARCH: 3/10/2022: TOWN COUNCIL (COUNCIL ADOPTION) 

 3/24/2022: TOWN COUNCIL (ALTERNATIVE COUNCIL DATE IF 
NEEDED)*BUT WOULD LEAVE ONLY 1 WEEK TO PREPARE MATERIAL 
FOR ELECTION NOTIFICATION DEADLINE, SO BEST TO AVOID

APRIL: 4/4/2022: 120-DAY ELECTION NOTIFICATION PERIOD

AUGUST: 8/2/2022: PRIMARY ELECTION (VOTER RATIFICATION)

UPCOMING MEETINGS 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR INPUT 
AND TIME!


