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BEUS GILBERT MCGRODER 
PLLC 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

701 NORTH 44TH STREET 
PHOENIX, ARIZONA  85008-6504 

FAX (480) 429-3100 
Cassandra H. Ayres FILE NUMBER 
DIRECT (480) 429-3010 39039.23 
E-Mail Address:  cayres@beusgilbert.com  

 
 
 

July 31, 2020 
 

INVITATION TO:  
(1) NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING, (2) CITIZEN REVIEW MEETING WITH THE PLANNING COMMISSION, AND  

(3) PLANNING COMMISSION HEARING 
SMOKE TREE RESORT 

SPECIAL USE PERMIT – MAJOR AMENDMENT APPLICATION (SUP 18-05) 
 
 
Dear Neighbor: 
 
 This letter is being sent to advise you of several upcoming meetings and a public hearing in 
connection with the Smoke Tree Resort Special Use Permit (“SUP”) Major Amendment Application. There 
is a great deal of information in this letter, so please read the letter in its entirety.  
 

(1) NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING (HOSTED BY APPLICANT) 
 

We will be hosting an in-person neighborhood informational meeting on Thursday, August 20, 
2020 at 7:00 p.m. at the Smoke Tree Resort (“Resort”) located at 7101 E. Lincoln Drive, Paradise Valley, 
Arizona 85253. You are invited to attend to learn about the application and make your opinion known. 
Parking will be available in the Resort parking lot. In consideration of those who may not want to attend 
in person due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we will also be live streaming the neighborhood meeting via 
Zoom. The information on how to access the live stream is below. You will be able call in and ask questions, 
or you can post your questions in the chat section. If you would prefer to attend in person, please let us 
know ahead of time so that we can maintain social distancing protocols. If you have questions or 
comments about the SUP, you may contact the undersigned, Cassandra Ayres, at 480.429.3010 or 
cayres@beusgilbert.com. Contact my assistant, Wendy Peterson, at 480.429.3138 or 
wpeterson@beusgilbert.com if you would like to attend the meeting in person.  
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Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81727944709?pwd=OWgra0RidXVPUStVN2hURlBtcEZ1Zz09 
 
Meeting ID: 817 2794 4709 
Passcode: 476198 
One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,81727944709#,,,,,,0#,,476198# US (San Jose) 
+12532158782,,81727944709#,,,,,,0#,,476198# US (Tacoma) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 817 2794 4709 
Passcode: 476198 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kEhEaidtL 
 

 The approximately 5-acre Resort originally opened in 1966 and, until recently, had operated 
continually since that time. Other than general maintenance and upkeep, the Resort has not had any 
significant upgrades since it first opened. A previous neighborhood meeting was held in February 2019. 
However, the scope of the SUP application has changed significantly since then (e.g., resort residential 
units were eliminated, density was reduced, height was limited to 36 feet for the entire Resort, and 
setbacks were increased). Both the owners of the Resort and the Town thought it appropriate to hold 
another neighborhood meeting as well as a Citizen Review Meeting with the Planning Commission in order 
to keep the community informed about the SUP.  
 

The SUP redevelopment currently proposes to take down the existing structures and construct a 
new 122-room, three-story resort hotel and related uses, such as a restaurant, event/meeting space, pool, 
at grade parking, and neighborhood market. The redevelopment proposes a maximum building height of 
36 feet, with the only three-story elements oriented on the east side of the Resort. The redevelopment 
also proposes generous setbacks in order to protect adjacent neighbors and provide a buffer from typical 
sounds associated with resorts.  

 
If you require additional information from the Town of Paradise Valley Planning and Development 

Department, please contact Paul Michaud, AICP, Community Development Planning Division at 
480.348.3574 or pmichaud@paradisevalleyaz.gov. You may also contact the Town by writing to the 
Planning and Development Department at 6401 East Lincoln Drive, Paradise Valley, Arizona, 85253-4399, 
and referencing SUP 18-05.  Your letter will be made part of the case file.   
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(2) CITIZEN REVIEW MEETING WITH THE TOWN OF PARADISE VALLEY PLANNING COMMISSION  

 
 Please be advised that additional meetings and hearings before the Planning Commission and 
Town Council are planned to review this case. Upcoming Planning Commission work sessions include 
August 4, August 18, and September 1.  The Planning Commission will hold a Citizen Review Meeting in 
order to take public comment on September 1 at 6:00 p.m. at Town Hall, 6401 East Lincoln Drive, Paradise 
Valley, Arizona, 85253.  All Planning Commission meetings may be held virtually until further notice. The 
information to log on to the Planning Commission meeting is below. Town Council hearing dates to 
consider the Smoke Tree Resort have not been set yet.   
 
 

(3) TOWN OF PARADISE VALLEY PLANNING COMMISSION HEARING  
 
 The Planning Commission will hold a public hearing at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 15, 2020 
at Town Hall, 6401 East Lincoln Drive, Paradise Valley, Arizona, 85253 for the purpose of making a 
recommendation to the Town Council on the SUP. The public hearing may be held virtually.  
 

Please check the meeting agenda at https://paradisevalleyaz.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx and/or 
contact Paul Michaud, Planning Manager, at 480.348.3574 or pmichaud@paradisevalleyaz.gov to 
determine if the Planning Commission Citizen Review Meeting or Hearing will be held by remote 
participation.  If held by remote participation, members of the public are encouraged to participate in the 
meeting via the following options:  
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN THE MEETING 
Members of the public are encouraged to participate in the meeting via the following 
options: 
1. View the live stream at https://paradisevalleyaz.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx 

a) Click on Calendar Tab 
b) Look for Planning Commission meeting (you may have to select it from the 

dropdown list) and find the meeting date 
c) Click the “In Progress” link in the column titled Video 

2. Attend the Zoom Conference   
a) Computer: https://zoom.us/j/6678902153  
b) Telephone: 1 669 900 6833 Meeting ID 667 890 2153  

3. Submit questions and comments: 
a) Visit https://paradisevalleyaz.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx, search for the meeting 

date, and click “eComment.”  Locate the agenda item you are interested in and click 
“Comment.” (Please submit comments at least 1 hr prior to meeting.) 

b) Email pmichaud@paradisevalleyaz.gov (Please submit comments at least 1 hour 
prior to meeting.) 

4. Speak during Call to the Public / Public Hearings 

https://paradisevalleyaz.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
mailto:pmichaud@paradisevalleyaz.gov
https://paradisevalleyaz.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
https://zoom.us/j/6678902153
https://paradisevalleyaz.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
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a) Visit https://paradisevalleyaz.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx, search for the meeting 
date, and click “eComment.”  Locate the agenda item and click “Register to 
Speak.”  Join the meeting by dialing 1.669.900.6833 Meeting ID 667 890 2153  

b) If attending by Zoom Video Conference, click the chat button and enter your name 
and the agenda item you would like to address 

(These meeting participation guidelines are pursuant to Town Council Resolution 2020-08 
adopted March 17, 2020.) 
 
Notice is hereby given pursuant to A.R.S. §38-431.02. that members of the Planning 
Commission will attend by audio/video conference call. 
 
Notice is hereby given that members of the Public Body will attend either in person or by 
telephone conference call, pursuant to A.R.S. §38-431(4). 

 
If you have any questions about this application, please call the Community Development Department at 
480.348.3574. 
 

We look forward to maintaining an open and productive dialogue throughout this process.  Thank 
you for your time and consideration. We look forward to seeing you. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
BEUS GILBERT McGRODER PLLC 

       
Cassandra H. Ayres 

https://paradisevalleyaz.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
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PROGRAM:
 
A.  Pedestrian entry 
B.  Resort Reception Entry Plaza and Valet 
C.  Resort Reception and Lobby
D.  Pavilion
E.  Event Lawn
F.  Shade Trellis 
G. Restaurant
H.  Market
I.   Coffee Shop
J.  Outdoor Patio
K.  Resort Pool
L.  Pool Lounge
M.  Entry Lounge
N.  Resort Suites (guest rooms)
O.  Meeting Room
P.  Luxury Suites (guest rooms)
Q.  Signage
R.  Surface Parking
S.  Quail Run Road Access Point
T.  Garbage Bins
U.  Delivery Location
V.  Employee Break Area
W. Back of House
AB.  Sight Visibility Triangle - 33’ x 33’
AC. APS Utility Box 

RESORT UNITS - 122 KEYS

Main Hotel
 1st Level  = 42 keys
 2nd Level   = 45 keys
 3rd Level  = 15 keys 
     102 keys

Luxury Suites (guest rooms)
 4 villas with 3 keys = 12 keys
 2 villas with 4 keys  =   8 keys
        20 keys

Total Keys   = 122 keys

Total Self-Park Spaces  = 170
 Dimensions:  9’ x 18’ + 2’ overhang

or
 
Total  Valet Spaces   = 196
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