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Provide information to the Town Council regarding Town Code and 
process concerning Native Plant Preservation.
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NATIVE PLANT PRESERVATION
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• Multiple Locations in Town Code that Address Preservation

• Town Code Section 5-8-4 – Single-Family Home Construction

• Zoning Ordinance Article 22 – Hillside Development

• SUP Review and Stipulations

• Today’s discussion is focused on the regulation of native plants during the 
construction of single-family homes.
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NATIVE PLANT PRESERVATION
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• Implementation during demolition and construction phases of new homes

• Any new home or remodel/addition greater then $500,000 requires a 
Native Plant Preservation Plan

• Plan includes an aerial photograph and/or site plan showing all 
protected native plants within area of disturbance

• Lists number, species, size, and condition of protective native plants

• Narrative explaining relocation (if necessary)

• Reviewed by the Building Division as part of plan review

• Inspected at Building Final to ensure remain
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WHAT PLANTS ARE PROTECTED?
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1. Trees that are over 4 inches in caliper

White Thorn Acacia Catclaw Acacia

Foothill Palo Verde Blue Palo Verde

Ironwood Mesquite

2. Cacti which are three feet or greater in height

Saguaro Barrel

Ocotillo Desert Night Blooming Cereus
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PENALTIES FOR NONCOMPLIANCE
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1. Immediate suspension of all inspection activity

2. Class 1 Misdemeanor

3. Fine not to exceed $2,500

4. Imprisonment not to exceed 6 months

Each day the violation continues constitutes a separate offense.
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DISCUSSION ON POSSIBLE UPDATES
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1. Would the Council like to consider changing the threshold for when a 
Native Plant Preservation Plan is required (i.e. less than $500k) on flatland 
lots?

2. Would the Council like to consider expanding the list to match the State list 
of protected native plants?
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Provide information to the Town Council regarding Town Code and 
process concerning Native Plant Preservation.
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Additional Questions?
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