
INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE 
Code Sections Pertaining to Property Maintenance 

 

The IPMC is a maintenance document intended to establish minimum maintenance standards 
for basic equipment, light, ventilation, heating, sanitation and fire safety. Responsibility is fixed 
among owners, operators and occupants for code compliance. The IPMC provides for the 
regulation and safe use of existing structures in the interest of the social and economic welfare 
of the community. 

SECTION 108 
UNSAFE STRUCTURES AND EQUIPMENT 

108.1.5 Dangerous structure or premises. For the purpose of this code, any structure or 
premises that has any or all of the conditions or defects described below shall be considered 
dangerous: 

3. Any portion of a building, structure or appurtenance that has been damaged by fire, 
earthquake, wind, flood, deterioration, neglect, abandonment, vandalism or by any other 
cause to such an extent that it is likely to partially or completely collapse, or to become 
detached or dislodged. 

7. The building or structure is neglected, damaged, dilapidated, unsecured or abandoned so 
as to become an attractive nuisance to children who might play in the building or structure 
to their danger, becomes a harbor for vagrants, criminals or immoral persons, or enables 
persons to resort to the building or structure for committing a nuisance or an unlawful act. 

11. Any portion of a building remains on a site after the demolition or destruction of the 
building or structure or whenever any building or structure is abandoned so as to constitute 
such building or portion thereof as an attractive nuisance or hazard to the public. 

SECTION 301 
GENERAL 

301.3 Vacant structures and land. Vacant structures and premises thereof or vacant land shall 
be maintained in a clean, safe, secure and sanitary condition as provided herein so as not to 
cause a blighting problem or adversely affect the public health or safety. 

SECTION 302 
EXTERIOR PROPERTY AREAS 

302.5 Rodent harborage. Structures and exterior property shall be kept free from rodent 
harborage and infestation.  Where rodents are found, they shall be promptly exterminated by 
approved processes that will not be injurious to human health. After pest elimination, proper 
precautions shall be taken to eliminate rodent harborage and prevent reinfestation. 

SECTION 304 
EXTERIOR STRUCTURE 



304.1.1 Unsafe conditions. The following conditions shall be determined as unsafe and shall 
be repaired or replaced to comply with the International Building Code or the International 
Existing Building Code as required for existing buildings: 

4. Siding and masonry joints including joints between the building envelope and the 
perimeter of windows, doors and skylights are not maintained, weather resistant or water 
tight; 

8. Roofing or roofing components that have defects that admit rain, roof surfaces with 
inadequate drainage, or any portion of the roof framing that is not in good repair with 
signs of deterioration, fatigue or without proper anchorage and incapable of supporting all 
nominal loads and resisting all load effects; 

304.2 Protective treatment. Exterior surfaces, including but not limited to, doors, door and 
window frames, cornices, porches, trim, balconies, decks and fences, shall be maintained in 
good condition. Exterior wood surfaces, other than decay-resistant woods, shall be protected 
from the elements and decay by painting or other protective covering or treatment.  Peeling, 
flaking and chipped paint shall be eliminated and surfaces repainted. Siding and masonry joints, 
as well as those between the building envelope and the perimeter of windows, doors and 
skylights, shall be maintained weather resistant and water tight. Metal surfaces subject to rust 
or corrosion shall be coated to inhibit such rust and corrosion, and surfaces with rust or 
corrosion shall be stabilized and coated to inhibit future rust and corrosion. Oxidation stains 
shall be removed from exterior surfaces. Surfaces designed for stabilization by oxidation are 
exempt from this requirement. 

304.6 Exterior walls. Exterior walls shall be free from holes, breaks, and loose or rotting 
materials; and maintained weatherproof and properly surface coated where required to 
prevent deterioration. 

304.7 Roofs and drainage. The roof and flashing shall be sound, tight and not have defects that 
admit rain. Roof drainage shall be adequate to prevent dampness or deterioration in the walls 
or interior portion of the structure. Roof drains, gutters and downspouts shall be maintained in 
good repair and free from obstructions. Roof water shall not be discharged in a manner that 
creates a public nuisance. 

304.12 Handrails and guards. Every handrail and guard shall be firmly fastened and capable of 
supporting normally imposed loads and shall be maintained in good condition. 

304.13 Window, skylight and door frames. Every window, skylight, door and frame shall be 
kept in sound condition, good repair and weather tight. 

304.13.1 Glazing. Glazing materials shall be maintained free from cracks and holes. 

304.19 Gates. Exterior gates, gate assemblies, operator systems if provided, and hardware shall 
be maintained in good condition. Latches at all entrances shall tightly secure the gates. 

SECTION 308 
RUBBISH AND GARBAGE 



308.1 Accumulation of rubbish or garbage. Exterior property and premises, and the interior of 
every structure, shall be free from any accumulation of rubbish or garbage. 

308.2 Disposal of rubbish. Every occupant of a structure shall dispose of all rubbish in a clean 
and sanitary manner by placing such rubbish in approved containers. 

308.3 Disposal of garbage. Every occupant of a structure shall dispose of garbage in a clean and 
sanitary manner by placing such garbage in an approved garbage disposal facility or approved 
garbage containers. 

SECTION 309 
PEST ELIMINATION 

309.1 Infestation. Structures shall be kept free from insect and rodent infestation. Structures in 
which insects or rodents are found shall be promptly exterminated by approved processes that 
will not be injurious to human health. After pest elimination, proper precautions shall be taken 
to prevent reinfestation. 

APPENDIX A 
BOARDING STANDARD 

A101 
GENERAL 

A101.1 General. Windows and doors shall be boarded in an approved manner to prevent entry 
by unauthorized persons and shall be painted to correspond to the color of the existing 
structure. 


