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Catherine T. Kauffman 
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From: John Anderson >  
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2026 8:36 AM 
To: Christine Labelle >; Erik Peterson ; Scott Jarson 

>; Anna Thomasson > 
Subject: RE: Fw: Spire 

  

Christine and CM Thomasson,  

  

The footprint of the spire is in a pentagon shape and approximately 15’ wide at the largest. The concrete base will be a bit 
larger in size at 19’ to accommodate it. Let me know if this helps. 
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Best, 

  

John Anderson AIA 
Partner | Principal 
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Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Council Member Anna Thomasson <athomasson@paradisevalleyaz.gov> 
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2026 1:36:06 AM 
To: Scott Jarson > 
Cc: Vice Mayor Christine Labelle <clabelle@paradisevalleyaz.gov> 
Subject: Spire  

  

Thank you for your presentation and all the work you have done so far.  I see the 8’ grading to 12’ vertical 
dimension, but do not know the expected horizontal dimensions.  I know it is not yet final, but I am trying 
to visualize the base. What are the dimensions shown in the current renderings?  

  

Thank you. 

  

Anna Thomasson 

Councilmember 

Town of Paradise Valley  

athomasson@paradisevalleyaz.gov 

602.321.2434 

  

Subscribe to the Paradise Valley Town Manager’s Weekly Update here: https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/udeEiZa/signup 

  

Get Town emergency alerts & notifications from Alert PV -  click here: www.paradisevalleyaz.gov/AlertPV  

  

  

All messages contained in this system are the property of the Town of Paradise Valley and ARE CONSIDERED PUBLIC RECORD subject to disclosure under the 
Arizona Public Records Law (A.R.S. 39-121). Anyone who sends an email to or from this e-mail domain should have no expectation of privacy related to the use of 
this technology. 
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support this effort, please email Mayor Stanton and Town Clerk 
Duncan Miller—and/or attend the May 14 Town Council meeting to 
voice your support for preserving an important piece of Paradise 
Valley history for future generations. 
  
The Town Council meeting will begin at 6:00pm at Town 
Hall.  That evening we will also celebrate the Town’s 
65th anniversary and recognize an Al Beadle home in the 
Historical Property Recognition Program.  
  
Thank you for helping to preserve a piece of Paradise Valley 
history.  
 
Catherine Kauffman 
Town of Paradise Valley 
Chair, Historical Advisory Comm 

 
 
 
 

Below is a sample email or feel free to personalize. 

 

TO: Mayor Mark Stanton @mstanton@paradisevalleyaz.gov , Town Clerk 
Duncan Miller @dmiller@paradisevalleyaz.gov  

Dear Mayor Stanton and Town Clerk Miller,    

 
I am writing to express my strong support for the Frank Lloyd Wright  / 
Ascension Lutheran Church Spire to be relocated and displayed on the Town 
Hall campus. The spire, originally designed by William Wesley Peters—a 
protégé of Frank Lloyd Wright, has been part of the Paradise Valley skyline for 
60 years and it is important to preserve this significant piece of our local 
history. I hope the Town Council views this as an opportunity for our 
community to unite around a meaningful landmark. 

I request that this letter be included in the official packet and added to the 
public record as a statement of support. 

Thank you for your time and for your consideration of this historic 
preservation project. 

 
Sincerely, 
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The timing exposes your misplaced priorities. While cell service 
remains abysmal, the Five Star Project drains resources, and budgets 
are ridiculously fat, the Council obsesses over planting a 100-foot 
religious icon at the town's front door. You’ve shown zero interest in 
genuine solutions for residents — only in grandstanding your 
personal beliefs. 

And let's be clear: Frank Lloyd Wright had nothing to do with this 
spire. It was designed after his death. Claiming otherwise is historical 
revisionism to manufacture prestige. 

Slipping this onto the consent agenda without meaningful public 
debate or input reveals contempt for transparency and the diverse 
community you were elected to serve. Never before have I witnessed 
Paradise Valley leaders so completely abandon neutrality, ignore your 
duty to represent all residents, and trample the very codes meant to 
preserve what makes this town special. 

This is not governance — it is the injection of personal religious 
preference into public space. Paradise Valley deserves better than a 
Council that treats Town Hall like their own churchyard.  

I ask that this spire project be halted immediately or at least have 
robust public discussions about it.  

Our public spaces should unite us, not divide us along religious lines.  

 

Regards, 
 
Paul E. Dembow 

Paradise Valley, AZ 85253 
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This is not preservation. This is preferential treatment. 
Town codes strictly limit structures to 36 feet or less in most 
cases to protect our low-profile desert character. Yet this 
Council now carves out a special exception for a giant 
Christian symbol while residents remain bound by the rules. 
If they can ignore height limits for this, what stops 60-foot 
cell towers or any other unwanted eyesore from sprouting 
up next? 

The timing exposes your misplaced priorities. While cell 
service remains abysmal, the Five Star Project drains 
resources, and budgets are ridiculously fat, the Council 
obsesses over planting a 100-foot religious icon at the 
town's front door. You’ve shown zero interest in genuine 
solutions for residents — only in grandstanding your 
personal beliefs. 

And let's be clear: Frank Lloyd Wright had nothing to do 
with this spire. It was designed after his death. Claiming 
otherwise is historical revisionism to manufacture prestige.  

Slipping this onto the consent agenda without meaningful 
public debate or input reveals contempt for transparency 
and the diverse community you were elected to serve. Never 
before have I witnessed Paradise Valley leaders so 
completely abandon neutrality, ignore your duty to 
represent all residents, and trample the very codes meant to 
preserve what makes this town special. 

This is not governance — it is the injection of personal 
religious preference into public space. Paradise Valley 
deserves better than a Council that treats Town Hall like 
their own churchyard. 
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I ask that this spire project be halted immediately or at least 
have robust public discussions about it.  

Our public spaces should unite us, not divide us along 
religious lines. 

 

Regards, 
 
Paul E. Dembow 

Paradise Valley, AZ 85253 

 





2

  

Mayor & Council, 
 

The Town of Paradise Valley has crossed a dangerous line 
by effectively endorsing an official religion on public land.  

You are ramming through plans to erect the massive 100-
foot spire from the former Ascension Lutheran Church 
directly in front of Town Hall. This sectarian monument will 
tower over the community, dwarfing every other house of 
worship and becoming the dominant symbol of Paradise 
Valley — all on taxpayer-owned property. 

This is not preservation. This is preferential treatment. 
Town codes strictly limit structures to 36 feet or less in 
most cases to protect our low-profile desert character. Yet 
this Council now carves out a special exception for a giant 
Christian symbol while residents remain bound by the rules. 
If they can ignore height limits for this, what stops 60-foot 
cell towers or any other unwanted eyesore from sprouting 
up next? 

The timing exposes your misplaced priorities. While cell 
service remains abysmal, the Five Star Project drains 
resources, and budgets are ridiculously fat, the Council 
obsesses over planting a 100-foot religious icon at the 
town's front door. You’ve shown zero interest in genuine 
solutions for residents — only in grandstanding your 
personal beliefs. 

And let's be clear: Frank Lloyd Wright had nothing to do 
with this spire. It was designed after his death. Claiming 
otherwise is historical revisionism to manufacture prestige.  
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Slipping this onto the consent agenda without meaningful 
public debate or input reveals contempt for transparency 
and the diverse community you were elected to serve. 
Never before have I witnessed Paradise Valley leaders so 
completely abandon neutrality, ignore your duty to 
represent all residents, and trample the very codes meant to 
preserve what makes this town special. 

This is not governance — it is the injection of personal 
religious preference into public space. Paradise Valley 
deserves better than a Council that treats Town Hall like 
their own churchyard. 

I ask that this spire project be halted immediately or at least 
have robust public discussions about it.  

Our public spaces should unite us, not divide us along 
religious lines. 

 

Regards, 
 
Paul E. Dembow 

Paradise Valley, AZ 85253 
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Town of Paradise Valley 
Chair, Historical Advisory Comm 

 
 
 
 

Below is a sample email or feel free to personalize. 

 

TO: Mayor Mark Stanton @mstanton@paradisevalleyaz.gov , Town Clerk Duncan Miller 
@dmiller@paradisevalleyaz.gov  

Dear Mayor Stanton and Town Clerk Miller,    

 
I am writing to express my strong support for the Frank Lloyd Wright  / Ascension Lutheran Church Spire 
to be relocated and displayed on the Town Hall campus. The spire, originally designed by William 
Wesley Peters—a protégé of Frank Lloyd Wright, has been part of the Paradise Valley skyline for 60 years 
and it is important to preserve this significant piece of our local history. I hope the Town Council views 
this as an opportunity for our community to unite around a meaningful landmark. 

I request that this letter be included in the official packet and added to the public record as a statement 
of support. 

Thank you for your time and for your consideration of this historic preservation project. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
--  
 



3

 
Anne Lorimor  
Founder and CEO of Creating Exciting Futures 

 
 

To help p otect you  p vacy  M c osoft Off ce p evented automat c download of th s pictu e f om  
In e net
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On Thu, May 7, 2026 at 9:08 AM Hope Ozer < wrote: 
Totally agree….thanks, Paul, for stating this so eloquently.  Fondly, Hope 
 
HOPE H OZER  

 
 

Via IPad 
 
 
 

On May 7, 2026, at 8:51 AM, Paul Dembow  
wrote: 

  

Mayor & Council, 
 

The Town of Paradise Valley has crossed a 
dangerous line by effectively endorsing an official 
religion on public land. 

You are ramming through plans to erect the 
massive 100-foot spire from the former Ascension 
Lutheran Church directly in front of Town Hall. 
This sectarian monument will tower over the 
community, dwarfing every other house of 
worship and becoming the dominant symbol of 
Paradise Valley — all on taxpayer-owned 
property. 

This is not preservation. This is preferential 
treatment. Town codes strictly limit structures to 
36 feet or less in most cases to protect our low-
profile desert character. Yet this Council now 
carves out a special exception for a giant Christian 
symbol while residents remain bound by the rules. 
If they can ignore height limits for this, what stops 
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60-foot cell towers or any other unwanted eyesore 
from sprouting up next? 

The timing exposes your misplaced priorities. 
While cell service remains abysmal, the Five Star 
Project drains resources, and budgets are 
ridiculously fat, the Council obsesses over planting 
a 100-foot religious icon at the town's front door. 
You’ve shown zero interest in genuine solutions 
for residents — only in grandstanding your 
personal beliefs. 

And let's be clear: Frank Lloyd Wright had nothing 
to do with this spire. It was designed after his 
death. Claiming otherwise is historical revisionism 
to manufacture prestige. 

Slipping this onto the consent agenda without 
meaningful public debate or input reveals 
contempt for transparency and the diverse 
community you were elected to serve. Never 
before have I witnessed Paradise Valley leaders so 
completely abandon neutrality, ignore your duty 
to represent all residents, and trample the very 
codes meant to preserve what makes this town 
special. 

This is not governance — it is the injection of 
personal religious preference into public space. 
Paradise Valley deserves better than a Council that 
treats Town Hall like their own churchyard. 

I ask that this spire project be halted immediately 
or at least have robust public discussions about it.  
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Our public spaces should unite us, not divide us 
along religious lines. 

 

Regards, 
 
Paul E. Dembow 

Paradise Valley, AZ 85253 

 





2

I don’t believe that those individuals involved were thinking of religion, but 
rather simply trying to hold on to something they consider historic , when 
they decided to save the Spire. So I can understand their reasoning, but that 
certainly left them with a challenge.  Where do you put a 100’ Spire?  
 
I don’t know?  
 
You have raised valid concerns. I have no valid answers  
Jini 
 
 
 
On Thu, May 7, 2026 at 9:08 AM Hope Ozer  
wrote: 
Totally agree….thanks, Paul, for stating this so eloquently.  Fondly, Hope 
 
HOPE H OZER  

 
 

Via IPad 
 
 
 

On May 7, 2026, at 8:51 AM, Paul Dembow 
wrote: 

  

Mayor & Council, 
 

The Town of Paradise Valley has crossed 
a dangerous line by effectively endorsing 
an official religion on public land. 

You are ramming through plans to erect 
the massive 100-foot spire from the 
former Ascension Lutheran Church 
directly in front of Town Hall. This 
sectarian monument will tower over the 
community, dwarfing every other house 
of worship and becoming the dominant 
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symbol of Paradise Valley — all on 
taxpayer-owned property. 

This is not preservation. This is 
preferential treatment. Town codes 
strictly limit structures to 36 feet or less 
in most cases to protect our low-profile 
desert character. Yet this Council now 
carves out a special exception for a giant 
Christian symbol while residents remain 
bound by the rules. If they can ignore 
height limits for this, what stops 60-foot 
cell towers or any other unwanted 
eyesore from sprouting up next? 

The timing exposes your misplaced 
priorities. While cell service remains 
abysmal, the Five Star Project drains 
resources, and budgets are ridiculously 
fat, the Council obsesses over planting a 
100-foot religious icon at the town's 
front door. You’ve shown zero interest in 
genuine solutions for residents — only in 
grandstanding your personal beliefs. 

And let's be clear: Frank Lloyd Wright 
had nothing to do with this spire. It was 
designed after his death. Claiming 
otherwise is historical revisionism to 
manufacture prestige. 

Slipping this onto the consent agenda 
without meaningful public debate or 
input reveals contempt for transparency 
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and the diverse community you were 
elected to serve. Never before have I 
witnessed Paradise Valley leaders so 
completely abandon neutrality, ignore 
your duty to represent all residents, and 
trample the very codes meant to 
preserve what makes this town special. 

This is not governance — it is the 
injection of personal religious preference 
into public space. Paradise Valley 
deserves better than a Council that treats 
Town Hall like their own churchyard. 

I ask that this spire project be halted 
immediately or at least have robust 
public discussions about it.  

Our public spaces should unite us, not 
divide us along religious lines. 

 

Regards, 
 
Paul E. Dembow 

Paradise Valley, AZ 85253 
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Has anyone considered offering the spire to resorts, schools or other churches in the 
Town?  If it has to go through a laborious public process with those options, then that’s 
better because there will likely be more community input and vetting.   
Sent from my iPhone 
 
 

On May 7, 2026, at 12:07 PM, Vernon B. Parker  
wrote: 

 I agree with Jini. I looked at it as a piece of historical architecture. If it were 
on top of a synagogue, I would have no problem preserving it.   
As Always!  🇺🇸  
vernonBparker.com 
 
  
 
 

On May 7, 2026, at 9:59 AM, Virginia Simpson 
wrote: 

  
Paul,  
I must tell you that until I read your letter, I had not thought of 
the spire in terms of a Christian symbol, but you made me 
reflect a bit more. 
 
Because I consider the Cross on Christian Churches as their 
religious identity, this to me was more of an architectural 
feature. But I can understand your view point. It was placed on 
the Lutheran Church obviously to mean more than that . It was 
intentionally Inspirational, and in that way , Spiritual. 
 
I don’t believe that those individuals involved were thinking of 
religion, but rather simply trying to hold on to something they 
consider historic , when they decided to save the Spire. So I 
can understand their reasoning, but that certainly left them 
with a challenge.  Where do you put a 100’ Spire?  
 
I don’t know?  
 
You have raised valid concerns. I have no valid answers  
Jini 
 
 
 



3

On Thu, May 7, 2026 at 9:08 AM Hope Ozer 
wrote: 

Totally agree….thanks, Paul, for stating this so 
eloquently.  Fondly, Hope 
 
HOPE H OZER  

 
 

Via IPad 
 
 
 

On May 7, 2026, at 8:51 AM, Paul Dembow 
wrote: 

  

Mayor & Council, 
 

The Town of Paradise Valley 
has crossed a dangerous line by 
effectively endorsing an official 
religion on public land. 

You are ramming through plans 
to erect the massive 100-foot 
spire from the former 
Ascension Lutheran Church 
directly in front of Town Hall. 
This sectarian monument will 
tower over the community, 
dwarfing every other house of 
worship and becoming the 
dominant symbol of Paradise 
Valley — all on taxpayer-owned 
property. 

This is not preservation. This is 
preferential treatment. Town 
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codes strictly limit structures to 
36 feet or less in most cases to 
protect our low-profile desert 
character. Yet this Council now 
carves out a special exception 
for a giant Christian symbol 
while residents remain bound 
by the rules. If they can ignore 
height limits for this, what stops 
60-foot cell towers or any other 
unwanted eyesore from 
sprouting up next? 

The timing exposes your 
misplaced priorities. While cell 
service remains abysmal, the 
Five Star Project drains 
resources, and budgets are 
ridiculously fat, the Council 
obsesses over planting a 100-
foot religious icon at the town's 
front door. You’ve shown zero 
interest in genuine solutions for 
residents — only in 
grandstanding your personal 
beliefs. 

And let's be clear: Frank Lloyd 
Wright had nothing to do with 
this spire. It was designed after 
his death. Claiming otherwise is 
historical revisionism to 
manufacture prestige. 
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Slipping this onto the consent 
agenda without meaningful 
public debate or input reveals 
contempt for transparency and 
the diverse community you 
were elected to serve. Never 
before have I witnessed 
Paradise Valley leaders so 
completely abandon neutrality, 
ignore your duty to represent 
all residents, and trample the 
very codes meant to preserve 
what makes this town special. 

This is not governance — it is 
the injection of personal 
religious preference into public 
space. Paradise Valley deserves 
better than a Council that treats 
Town Hall like their own 
churchyard. 

I ask that this spire project be 
halted immediately or at least 
have robust public discussions 
about it.  

Our public spaces should unite 
us, not divide us along religious 
lines. 

 

Regards, 
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Paul E. Dembow 

Paradise Valley, AZ 85253 
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On May 6, 2026, at 6:24 PM, Catherine Kauffman 
 wrote: 

  
On Thursday, May 14, the Paradise Valley Town Council will 
consider a resolution to allow the Frank Lloyd Wright spire that was 
atop the Ascension Lutheran Church to be relocated and displayed 
on the Town Hall campus. While the original structure stood at 145 
feet, the current proposal would display the spire at less than 100 
feet with the cross removed to better fit the Town Hall setting. If you 
support this effort, please email Mayor Stanton and Town Clerk 
Duncan Miller—and/or attend the May 14 Town Council meeting to 
voice your support for preserving an important piece of Paradise 
Valley history for future generations. 
  
The Town Council meeting will begin at 6:00pm at Town 
Hall.  That evening we will also celebrate the Town’s 
65th anniversary and recognize an Al Beadle home in the 
Historical Property Recognition Program.  
  
Thank you for helping to preserve a piece of Paradise Valley 
history.  
 
Catherine Kauffman 
Town of Paradise Valley 
Chair, Historical Advisory Comm 

 
 
 
 

Below is a sample email or feel free to personalize. 

 

TO: Mayor Mark Stanton @mstanton@paradisevalleyaz.gov , Town Clerk 
Duncan Miller @dmiller@paradisevalleyaz.gov  

Dear Mayor Stanton and Town Clerk Miller,    

 
I am writing to express my strong support for the Frank Lloyd Wright  / 
Ascension Lutheran Church Spire to be relocated and displayed on the Town 
Hall campus. The spire, originally designed by William Wesley Peters—a 
protégé of Frank Lloyd Wright, has been part of the Paradise Valley skyline for 
60 years and it is important to preserve this significant piece of our local 
history. I hope the Town Council views this as an opportunity for our 
community to unite around a meaningful landmark. 
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I request that this letter be included in the official packet and added to the 
public record as a statement of support. 

Thank you for your time and for your consideration of this historic 
preservation project. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 






